Trichophyton mentagrophytes var. erinacei, first described by Marples and Smith in 1960, has been isolated in this laboratory during the past six months from three human cases of skin infection.
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Work in the United Kingdom and New Zealand by Marples and Smith (1960) , English, Evans, Hewitt, and Warin (1962) , La Touche and Forster (1963) , Smith and Marples (1963) , English, Smith, and Rush-Munro (1964) , and English (1964) Touche and Forster (1963) give special attention to the presence of mycelium in the quills of infected hedgehogs from the point of view of the facility with which infection could be transmitted to human beings handling these animals. Smith and Marples (1963) (La Touche, 1965) .
Our observations have shown the microconidia to be elongated and borne individually along the hyphae, not en grappe, and the hyphae show a marked tendency to be straight or angular.
Murray (1964) , doubted whether the organism should be classified as a variety of T. mentagrophytes owing to the many differences observed, particularly mentioning the lack of spiral hyphae, later recognized as only rarely produced. The variation of optimum temperature for growth, and growth inhibition at pH 4 0, quoted by Smith and Marples (1963) , and the observation of the shape of the microconidia and attachment to the hyphae and the marked tendency of the hyphae to be straight or angular, together with other differences, including the pigment, supports this fact. The name Trichophyton erinacei is proposed as being taxonomically more 
